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provocation; and like individuals can be healed
by patience, pity and understanding.

But if we go back beyond our two centuries
of scientific and industrial development, we shall
perceive that the outpacing of man's benevolent
moral power by his malevolent intellect is itself
not a cause but a symptom of his failure. We
may say with partial truth that this war, like the
last, began at some period between the Renaiss-
ance and the nineteenth century, when the idea
of imperialism, born from the voyages of the
Great Discoverers, brought some nations earlier
than others into the race for empire. We can
go yet further back, and find its explanation in
the European national struggles of the fourteenth
.and fifteenth centuries. More correctly still,
we can say that it started when Christianity
was adopted as the official religion of the
Roman Empire, and the Christian Church lost
its spiritual force by compromise with the
State.

. For this war, like all wars, can only be truth-
fully explained in terms of the age-old struggle
between the ideal of power, which is .essentially
political, and the ideal of love, which inspired
many Oriental religions but found its most vital
expression in the teaching of Christ. Until
we recognise the length and magnitude of
that struggle, the perpetual war of individual